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ARSTRACT

Tn order to *est the often postulated theory that
male elementary school students have lower self-concepts than female
strients because of the lack of male elementary school teachers, a
group of 12~year-old students of varying socio-econonic,
intelligence, and achievement packgrounds was divided in half, with
one half spending one school year with male teachers and the other
half with female teachers. Statistical analysis of data from two
self-concept tes+ts administered at the end of the year indicated that
male teachers had no Aifferential effect on children's self-concept
scores when compared to female teachers and that there was no
significant interaction hetween sex of the teacher and the sex of *thc
students on children's self-concept scores. Related findings
indicated that: the female students had a significantly better
self-concept than male students; there was no significant interaction
effect between individual teachers and self-concept scores of
children; and +the mean self-concept scores did not differ
significantly hetween classrooms. The lack of a significant
relationship between male teachers and male students' self-concepts
could be Aue to the short time spent with a male teacher as compared
with five previous years with female teachers. The generally lower
self-concept scores for boys and their possibly lower level of
aspiration indicate a need for teachers to devise individualized
curricula more appropriate for boys. (RT) '




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE )
: OFFICE OF EDUCATION 560
H.,D, Sweely
Shippensburg State
College
Shippensburg, Penna.

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPPONUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIYED FROM THE
PERSON CR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION
POSITION OR POLICY.
THE EFFECT OF THE NATE ELEMENTARY TEACHER
ON CHILDREN'S SELF-CONCEPTS

Paper presented at the annual convention of the American BEducational
Research Association, Minneapolis, ilinnesota, iiarch 5, 1970.

Need for the Study
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Approximately half of all classroom teachers instruct at the elementary

level, and the other half teach in the secondary schools. However, more than

80 per cent of the men teach in the secondary schools, while nearly 70 per
cent of the women teach in the elementary schools. Thus, on a national level,

only 11.9 per cent of the teachers in the elementary schools are men.

This small number of men teachers in the elementary schools has provided
psychologists, educators, parents, and laymen with an excellent conversational
topic as to the need for more men in elementary education; however, very little
empirical research has been conducted to prove the need of the male teacher in
elementary school education.

The expression of the need for more men in elementary education is not new.
Tn 1908 G. Stanley Hall issued a warning to educators that their policy of femin-
izing the schools was influencing and abetting maladjustments in the young male
learner. Several years later, Hall once again stated that, "As the home needs
both a father and mother, so both men and women are needed for the upbringing
of the child in school." Hall!s statements are representative of the remarks

advanced since the turn of the century relating to the need of men in elementary

education. However, researchers have not been sufficiently motivated to inves-
tigate the many verbal hypotheses.

This writer considered that the absence of men in elementary education was
not conclusive evidence to justify the frequently expressed opinion that more

men are needed in elementary education. The Handbook of Research on Teaching




reported seventy-three references on measurement of teacher classroom behavior.
But not one of these studies indicated to whom, boy or girl, the teacher behavior
was directed. Since sex cannot be considered a neutral factor, it was imperative
to investigate the influence the male elementary teacher model had in dhe devel~
opment of the self-concept of boys and girls in the elementary school.

Summary of Literature

Results of studies revealed that the present elementary school, heavily
populated by female teachers, does not afford the male student with the oppor-
tunity to identify with the appropriate sex model. The process of identification
was viewed as a significant aspect of self-concept development. As male students
begin formal education they view the schcol envircnment as having a female
connotation.

Studies pertaining to teacher perception of elementary school students
indicated that male students receive more blame, more disapproval, and generally
over-all negative treatment when compared to female students. These findings
were explained partly on the basis of the fact that female teachers do not
accept the aggressiveness of the male student and partly on the fact that the
elementary school environment is planned by and for the needs and charact-
eristics of females.

Studi.es pertaining to the effect of the child's self-concept on learning
revealed that the child's self-concept influenced his level of aspiration
with respect to learning tasks. The male students' performance in several academic
areas supported these research articles. One could conclude that more young
girls than boys view school activities as congruent with their sex-role, and,
consequently, they should be more highly motivated to master academic tasks.

The dearth of male elementary teachers seems to be well established.

The effects of this lack of men in early schooling were hypothesized as being

responsible for a lack of achievement by the male learner, for feminity in the




school and its curriculum, and for contributing to lowered self-concept in
the male student, Opinionated articles appealing for men to teach in the
elementary schools have appeared in a variety of sources.

Finally, it has been suggested that more men should be urged to teach in the
elementary school. The advantages to be gained by such practices, however, have
not been demonstrated., In fact, comprehensive studies assessing the relationship
of the male students' self-concepts with the male elementary teacher appeared to
be totally lacking in the review of literature.

ResearcEnypotheses

Research hypotheses of the study are presented below:

1. The self-concept scores of the children in the male elementary teachers'
classrooms are higher than the self-concept scores of the children in
the female elementary teachers! classrooms.

2. There is no interaction between the sex of the teacher and the sex of
the student on children's self-concept scores. |

In addition, three statistical hypotheses were analyzed and treated as
s

related research in the study. The following represent these hypotheses:

1. There is no significant difference between the sex of students on self-
concept scores.

2. There is no significant interaction between the individual teachers
and sex of students on children's sslf-concept scores.

3, There is no significant difference between the individual classroom
effects on children's self-concepts.

Instrumentation -~ Self-Concept Q-Sort Test

Perkins developed a self-concept Q-sort instrument for middle grade elemen-

tary school children. The Q-sort consisted of 50 self-referent statements derived

from compositions of fourth and sixth grade children as reported in a research
by Jersild.

An ideal sorting of the 50 items in the Q-sort was created by a group of
judges, consisting of eight elementary school teachers and seven psychologists.

A correlation of .94 was found between the ideal ratings of the teachers given
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to the self-sort items and the ideal ratings of the psychologists. A composite
"ideal~sort" was established by assigniné to each item the valus which was most
frequently assigried to the items by the judges. Greater than 50 per cent agree~
ment among the judges was achieved on each of the items. Perkins reported that
on a test-retest over a period of seven days, a reliability coefficient of .65
was achieved.

Boles analyzed the degree of consistency between Perkins! Q-sort data and

the SRA Junior Inventory data collected on children of varying socio-economlc,

jntelligence, and achievement background. It was accomplished by computing the
Spearman Rank Correlation coefficient between the Q-sort dissonance scores and
class mean psr cents in each area of the Inventory. The grand correlation between
the two tests was .lb.

Statistical Treatment of Data

The design of the statistical data was established to determine if any
significant difference existed between the self-concept scores of male and female
studerts with relationship to the sex of their teachers. The statistical deu.ign
empLoyed the three-factor experiment, a hierarchal design, described by Winer.
The design in this study had one dependent variable, the self-concept scbre, and
two independent variables, sex of student and sex of teacher. The treatment
consisted of one-half the 12 yearmold?student population spending one school .
year with male teachers and the other one~half with female teachers. There

were three factors in the design: sex of teacher with two levels, sex of student

with two levels, and classrooms with 15 levels. The classroom factor was nested

within the sex of the teacher factor. The classroom served as the experimental
unit.
Results

The analysls of the data pertaining to the research hypothesis
revealed that (1) male teachers had no differentisal effect on children's

self-concept scores when compared to female teachers (probability less

+




than .582), and (2) there was no signifieant interaction between the sax of
the teacher and the sex of the students on childrenis self-concept scores
(probability less than .92L).

Related finfiings indicated that (1) the female students had a signif-
icantly better self-concept than male studeants (probability less than ,001},
(2) there was no significant. interaction effect between individual teachess
and salf-concept scores of children (probability less than .308), and (3) the

mean self-concept scores of each classroom did not vary significantly from

each other (probability less than ,202).

Discussion

The claim of a need for more male teachers in the elementary class~
room whe would enhance the male male student!s self-concept was not supported
by the research findings in this study. It was assumed that the male ele~-

mentary teacher would serve as an appropriate sex modeling flgure for the

male student. One explanation of the lack ef significant difference
found in this study concerns the assumed masculinity of tha male elemen-
tary teacher., If the male elementary tesacher possesses effeminate traits,
then he may be an inapproproats sax modeling figure for the male student.
However, Termen presented evidence that the female elementary teacher
tends to score in the less feminine direction on a masculine-feminine scale,
This teacher could be viewed as an inappropriate sex model for female
students. It is this writer's contention that the male teachers participating
in this study served as appropriate masculine model figures to the same
degree that the female teachers pocsessed appropriate feminine modeling
characteristics,

Another explanation that might provide insight into the male teacher's
not having any differential effect on the male student'!s self-concept when

compared to the effect of the female teacher centers on the amount of time

the male student spent with female teachers in the elementary school. Since




the male dtudent population spent the previous school years with female
teachers, perhaps the one year spent with the male teacher in the fifth
grade was insufficient time for their self-concepts to be enhanced through
the modeling process.

The finding that the sex of the teacher apparently had no differentiel
effect on children!s self-concepts in addition to the finding that there was
no significant interaction effect between individual teachers on childrent's
se;f-concept scores suggests that school admonistratirs should investigate
their assumptions in the practice of hiring male elementary teachers if
these assumptions are contradictory to these findings. The findings in thile
study did not support the often expressed statement that the male elemen-
tary student needs a male teacher with whom he can identify and improve
self~-concept.

The findings in this study reported that the male elementary gbtudents
had significantly lower self-concepts than did the female student This
difference was seemingly unrelated to the sex of the teacher.. Thi. finding
supparted the research conducted by Perkins. He found that the male students
in sixth grade generally had significantly lower self-ideal self-congruencies
than did the female students,

Tt seems plausible to cite possible reasons for this difference. As
children mature, their self-concepts become more stable and their perception
of self-concepts become more stawle and their perception of self becomes
more consistent. A widely eccepted generalization from the field of human
growth and development is that girls mature faster physically than do boys.
Since the male elementary students generally are lower in scholastic
achievement and smaller in physical size than their female counterparts,
their lower self-concepts might be a reflection of these inadequacies.

It is apparent that this difference between the sex of students!

self-concepts has strong implications for innovators in the field of




elementary school curriculum. If the male student's self-coneept is generally
accepted as velng lower than the self-concept of the female student, perhaps
some of the disparity between the achievements of the two sexes in the elemen-
tary school might be accounted for by a lower level of aspiration on behalf
of the male student. Educatbrs should be aware of these differences and
attempt to construct a curriculum more meaningful for the young male student.
Teacher educationprogrsms should employ the kest techniques and skills in
fodtering within the teacher candidate a desire to reduce this apparent
differentiation in scholastic achievement which exlsts between the male

student and the female student in the elementary school,




